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An Opportunity for Canada’s Economy

The NAEDB has conducted an analysis on the economic loss experienced by all of Canada resulting
from the gaps in economic outcomes between Indigenous people and the non-Indigenous population.
The magnitude of the economic loss to Canada provides a compelling case for change.

Closing the Productivity Gap

Closing the gap would mean an estimated increase in GDP of $27.7 billion annually, or about a 1.5%
boost to the nation’s economy.
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If Indigenous peoples currently with employment income had the same education and training as
non-Indigenous peoples, then the productivity of Indigenous labour would match the productivity of
non-Indigenous labour. The average employment income among Indigenous peoples would then rise
to match that of non-Indigenous Canadians.

Closing the education and training gaps would result in an additional $8.5 billion in income earned
annually by the estimated Indigenous workforce.
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If Indigenous peoples are given the same access to economic opportunities available to other
Canadians (i.e. access to new jobs, equal conditions of employment, possibility to start a business), they
will be more likely to fully participate in the labour force.

Matching economic outcomes by increasing the Indigenous employment rate would result in an
estimated $6.9 billion annually in additional employment income among 135,210 newly employed
Indigenous peoples.
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Our Vision

The NAEDB envisions a vibrant Indigenous economy, where

Indigenous peoples are economically self-sufficient and have

achieved economic parity with Canadian society.
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